
 

Notes for the Teacher: 

The history of Texas oil and gas is part of 
the bigger than life Texas cultural mystique and an 
integral part of the development of Texas as a 
whole. 

Inspired by old newspapers, this Texas 
history unit incorporates 7th grade Texas history 
TEKS in articles, images, and advertisements.  All 
the activities in this unit can be completed using 
the Age of Oil newspaper. Textbooks and the 
internet can also be used to have students complete 
these assignments in addition to or in lieu of the 
newspaper.    

Because printing ability is limited for a lot 
of teachers, activities were designed to easily be 
reproduced by hand on white printer paper or in a 
notebook, as foldables, or other student produced 
formats. 

The goal of this unit of study is to provide 
teachers and students with interactive activities to 
incorporate into Age of Oil lesson plans, 
encouraging student engagement.  You will find 
many hyperlinks in the newspaper, making this a 
perfect option for online learning management 
systems.  However, if you prefer, we are glad to mail 
you, free of charge, a class set of folded newspapers.  
Email cbagley@texaspolicy.com with your name, the 
name and mailing address of the school, and the 
number of copies of the newspaper you would like 
to receive. Use “Age of Oil” in your subject line. 
Please allow 2 to 3 weeks for delivery. 

LESSONS AND ACTIVITIES 

Day 1-  Oil and Gas Timeline 

Discovery of oil and gas transformed Texas. Fold in 
a notebook or a plain sheet of paper, the page in 
half, hotdog style.  Draw a line on the crease.  Then, 
create a timeline.   On the left, select dates to 
include in your timeline.  Then, on the right side of 
the timeline, write a description that explains why 
each date is important.  Your explanations and 
descriptions will be one to three 

 

sentences in length.  You will need to include the 
following throughout your timeline: 

 5 dates (in black) 
 4 places (underlined) 
 3 people (circle) 
 2 key terms (CAPITAL LETTERS) 
 1 sparking event (mark with a     ) 

Day 2 – MIND MAP 

Gas and oil have had a tremendous impact on Texas 
in a variety of ways.  Examine these ways by making 
a mind map.  This can be done in a notebook or on 
a plain sheet of paper.  In the middle of the paper, 
draw an image or symbol that represents “Age of 
Oil”.  Using three of the topics below, create primary 
and secondary branches that extend from the 
middle of the page.  Then using colors, pictures/ 
symbols, and keywords (no sentences!), brainstorm 
ideas, concepts, and facts that relate to each of 
the topics chosen. Use the AGE OF OIL newspaper, a 
textbook, or the internet to create the mind map. 

• Political (laws, influential people and places) 
• Economic (taxes, business, urbanization and 

industrialization, jobs) 
• Social (oil workers, minorities, new towns) 
• Boom and Bust (discovery, Great Depression, 

1980’s, horizontal drilling) 
• Land use (places, horizontal drilling, 

conservation) 

Day 3- Natural Resources 

 Using the lesson from Life:Powered’s Foundations 
of Energy course (attached at the end of this 
packet), have students research the abundant 
natural resources available in Texas. 

Day 4- Editorial Writing 

Have students serve as editorial writers for the Age 
of Oil newspaper. Editorial writers are senior staff 
on a newspaper and generally write persuasive 
articles, similar to an op-ed, taking a position on 
an issue.  Students should use a textbook, the 
internet, and the Age of Oil newspaper to write 
their editorial.   Students should write an editorial 
on the role of oil and gas in Texas. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kCKZ75VDaSI


 

OIL GUSHES FROM LUCAS GEYSER- 
Spindletop 1902 

From the Clovis people who hunted wooly 
mammoths 13,000 years ago to astronauts to 
explore space from Houston today, Texas has always 
been a place of adventure and opportunity. 

Petroleum, from which oil is derived, is found 
throughout the United States, including Texas. 
Hundreds of years ago, it was used for a variety of 
purposes, including caulking boats.   When the 
European explorers like  the men who were part of 
Ferdinand de Soto’s expedition came to Texas, 
looking for gold, the American Indian groups 
shared their secret. The European explorers did not 
realize the treasure they discovered and in many 
cases, left empty handed. 

u
a
b
l
e
. 

 

 

 

 

Throughout Texas, many discoveries were made 
because oil and gas were close to the surface. In 
1854, Juan Saenz Lopez discovered oil while digging 
for water in Duval County, west of Corpus Christi. 
This was five years before Edwin Drake’s famous 
Titusville discovery, increasing the demand for 
prospectors looking for oil under the ground. There 
were other discoveries of oil made around Texas, but 
few of them proved to be newsworthy until the 
discovery of Spindletop in 1901.  

Petroleum is a fossil fuel.  Oil is one product 
produced from petroleum. While oil had previously 
been discovered in places like Nacodoches County 
and Corsicana, on January 10, 1901, oil gushed from 
the Lucas Geyser at Spindletop near Beaumont and 
changed history.   

Of the Spindletop discovery, one local commented 
“That thing gushed for days.  We didn’t know if it 
would ever stop- and it didn’t for nearly a week 
and a half!” Spindletop is often noted by 
historians as the beginning of the Age of Oil, 
not just in Texas, but around the world. 
Spindletop is important because this discovery 
which led to the production of 100,000 barrels of 
oil a day happened at a time when the industrial 
revolution led to a need for more petroleum 
products.  Today, cell phones, ski jackets, cosmetics, 
balloons, plastic bottles and thousands of other 
products are made from petroleum. 

Originally, however, the discovery at Spindletop was 
beneficial in helping the automotive industry get 
off the ground.  The discovery of oil at Spindletop 
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https://www.thestoryoftexas.com/visit/exhibits/texas-oil-and-gas
https://www.texasalmanac.com/articles/history-of-oil-discoveries-in-texas
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Edwin-Laurentine-Drake
https://www.lamar.edu/spindletop-gladys-city/spindletop-history.html
https://www.history.com/topics/landmarks/spindletop
https://www.lamar.edu/spindletop-gladys-city/spindletop-history.html
https://www.ranken-energy.com/index.php/products-made-from-petroleum/#:%7E:text=These%20petroleum%20products%20include%20gasoline,%2C%20lubricating%20oils%2C%20and%20asphalt.
https://www.ranken-energy.com/index.php/products-made-from-petroleum/#:%7E:text=These%20petroleum%20products%20include%20gasoline,%2C%20lubricating%20oils%2C%20and%20asphalt.


also led to the formation of major oil corportations 
like Texaco.  Texaco was founded by several 
prominent Texas oilmen, including former Texas 
governor, Jim Hogg (for whom Jim Hogg County in 
South Texas was named).   

Prior to the oil boom, an early, popular use of oil 
was kerosene.  Kerosene was produced from 
petroleum and used to light houses and replace 
whale oil.  Natural gas, often found close to the 
surface and had been used for centuries for 
lighting and cooking. 

However, the demand for oil products was limited.  
First, the technology to find and access the oil was 
limited.  Most oil and gas is found under shale rock.  
The problem was there was no way to access it 
hundreds of feet underthe ground.  Second, there 
weren’t wide spread uses for oil and oil related 
products.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over time, drill bits and other technologies were 
invented which allowed drilling rigs to break 
through the rock.  However, It wasn’t until Carl Benz 
invented the first gas powered automobile and 
Henry Ford’slater development of the assembly line 
that the oil and gas industry  in Texas boomed.   

While Spindletop was the first major discovery, it 
was not the only one.  By the 1920’s, the Gulf Coast 
of Texas was known for oil and gas production and 
refining.   

 

OIL BOOM CAUSING HEADACHES FOR 
TEXAS TOWNS, Beaumont 1903 

Many fortunes changed when oil gushed at 
Spindletop.  However, in the time since, these 

changes are not all for the better argues local 
residents.  The population increased from 9,000 to 
50,000 in a short time. Housing shortages, a spike 
in crime, and a change in the once rural landscape 
are all concerns of Mrs. JF Vickery.  “As a girl, I ran 
through these fields and now they are filled with 

dangerous rigs.  Not to 
mention the dangerous 
people that have come to 
town looking for their big 
opportunity.  People lock 
their doors now. Many 
homes have been robbed 
and there are many 

street fights.  We are grateful for the new 
businesses.  My son was hired to build houses 
because of the shortage,  but we have to think about 
all of these problems that have come with these 
riches.”  Mrs. Vickery said. 

As a result of the increase in crime, Beaumont has 
hired several new local officers to patrol the streets. 

SCHOOLS STRIKE IT RICH IN TEXAS 

Big Lake, Texas 1921 

Thanks to land grants authorized by the President 
of the Republic of Texas, Mirabeau Lamar, the 
University of Texas and Texas A&M Universities have 
generated millions of dollars.  This money supports 
education and research efforts.  In the early 1920’s, 
it was unclear how much money could be generated 
from the land.  Legend has it that nuns dropped 
blessed rose petals from an oil derrick in hopes of 
a blessing from St. Rita, saint of impossible 
situations.  The result was an oil gusher, the likes of 
which had never been seen in West Texas.  “The oil 
rig was given the name Santa Rita because the land 
was though to be worthless.  Finding the largest oil 
producing field in the United States was seen as a 
miracle.” a local historian explained.  The result was 

https://aoghs.org/petroleum-pioneers/governor-hoggs-texas-oil-wells/
https://www.apga.org/apgamainsite/aboutus/facts/history-of-natural-gas#:%7E:text=Around%20500%20B.C.%2C%20the%20Chinese,to%20light%20houses%20and%20streets.
https://group.mercedes-benz.com/company/tradition/company-history/1885-1886.html#:%7E:text=On%20January%2029%2C%201886%2C%20Carl,1.
https://corporate.ford.com/articles/history/moving-assembly-line.html#:%7E:text=Henry%20Ford%20famously%20remarked%20that,built%20step%2Dby%2Dstep.
https://townsquarepublications.com/beaumont-texas-a-brief-history/
https://townsquarepublications.com/beaumont-texas-a-brief-history/
https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20221112094802573#:%7E:text=According%20to%20new%20data%2C%20it,consultant%20based%20in%20Waco%2C%20Texas.
https://pboilandgasmagazine.com/the-well-that-launched-the-permian/


the Permian Basin as the largest oil producing 
region of oil in the United States. 

The importance of this discovery cannot be 
overstated.  Mechanization of farm equipment 
operated by gas and diesel helped farmers produce 
more crops, 
younger people 
began moving to 
the cities for work 
fueled by oil and 
gas, and cities like 
Houston boomed 
seemingly 
overnight as oil 
refining became 
an important part of the economy of Texas. 

Universities in Texas are not the only big winners in 
the state.  Oil and gas taxes also finance billions of 
dollars for public school districts across the state.   

TEXAS RAILROAD COMMISSION SETS OIL RIG 
SAFETY REQUIREMENTS- Austin 1919 

The state legislature recently gave the Texas 
Railroad Commission the authority to establish 
safety requirements and regulations for 
conservation of the gas and oil industry.  This is a 
new responsibility for the commission which was 
originally established to regulate the railroad 
industry as part of Progressive Era reforms. One of 
their first regulations was Rule 37 which sets 
distance between oil rigs.   “I am glad they are 
concerned about worker safety.  We know it is 
dangerous work and many men  die making money 
for their families.  Now, maybe things will be 
better.” Tex Robertson, a roughneck in Midland 
said.  The oil fields have seen an increase in men 
interested in work, but many leave due to the hot, 
long days that find them being away from home 
for weeks at a time. 

MANY LOOKING FOR NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
LEAVE DISAPPOINTED- Midland 1933 

Boll weevils, a nickname given to farmers looking 
for fortune in the oil field, have left Midland 

disappointed.  Coming from the Panhandle to look 
for work after losing their farms due to  the effects 
of the Dust Bowl, they hoped to make a fortune. 
However, the Great Depression took a  toll on the oil 
industry as it has many others.  Oil was priced at 
$1.10 a barrel in 1931, but is only 10 cents a barrel 
in 1933. It was not just the Texas farmer who 
suffered.  Many wealthy oil tycoons lost their 
fortunes through risky investments and 
speculation.  J. Paul Getty who hails from 
Minnesota was not one of them.   

Getty, with a motto of “Buy low. Sell high.” amassed 
a fortune which rivaled that of the Rockefeller 
family.  In spite of Getty’s success,  many wonder if 
the days of the Texas oil boom are over forever and 
are hoping President Roosevelt will offer a solid 
plan for relief soon. 

OIL SAVES THE WORLD- Europe 1945 

Oil and gas production has been named one of the 
greatest tools used to defeat Hitler in World War 2. 
Last week, General Patton was quoted as saying, “My 
men can eat their belts, but my tanks have gotta 
have gas.”   

Texas was a huge part of this success story with 25 
percent of all production coming from the Permian 
Basin.  Oklahomans also contributed by secretly 
extracting oil from Sherwood Forest, the legendary 
home of Robin Hood under a secret joint operation 
between the American and British governments. 
Known as the ”Roughnecks of Sherwood Forest”, 
these heroes were extracting 3000 barrels of oil a 
day in England by March 1944. 

FORMER GOVERNOR JOHN CONNOLLY 
DECLARES BANKRUPTCY- Houston 1987 

Last week, former governor John Connolly of Texas, 
best known for being shot during the Kennedy 
assassination, declared bankruptcy.  Connolly’s 
plight is similar to others from Houston to Midland 
due to the downturn in the oil industry. 

In 1973, an oil embargo from OPEC led to an 
increased demand for oil production within the 
United States.  This was good news for many Texans 
who rushed to Midland where production increased 

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/big-history-project/acceleration/bhp-acceleration/a/the-industrial-revolution
https://www.kut.org/energy-environment/2022-11-10/as-harvards-endowment-abandons-fossil-fuels-oil-rich-university-of-texas-catches-up
https://www.rrc.texas.gov/about-us/rrc-history/
https://www.rrc.texas.gov/about-us/rrc-history/
https://www.rrc.texas.gov/about-us/rrc-history/#:%7E:text=The%201919%20Oil%20and%20Gas,production%20of%20oil%20and%20gas.
https://www.thestoryoftexas.com/discover/campfire-stories/roughneck
https://www.texastennismuseum.org/how-texas-tennis-survived
https://www.britannica.com/biography/J-Paul-Getty
https://www.doi.gov/american-heroes/George-Patton
https://www.blackmountainsand.com/blog/texas-oil-and-world-war-ii/
https://aoghs.org/petroleum-in-war/roughnecks-of-sherwood-forest/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/politics/1987/08/01/former-governor-connally-files-for-bankruptcy/44c5f0dc-2dad-432f-a580-a75794763dd2/
https://history.state.gov/milestones/1969-1976/oil-embargo


and Houston where refining increased.  Many 
obtained new found wealth resulting in the 
purchases of large estates, jewelry, and even 
helicopters.  Heavy loans were taken out to cover 
these costs as well as new drilling equipment. 

New oil
discoveries 

abroad and and 
increase in more 
fuel efficient 
vehicles resulted 
in a massive 
downturn in the 

industry, 
bringing oil 
down to nearly 

$12 a barrel from a high of more than $31 a barrel 
just a few years earlier. 

Economists are now predicting that the age of oil 
may be over in Texas. 

OLD TECHNOLOGY MEANS NEW AGE FOR 
TEXAS OIL- Midland 2010 

 A technology developed in the early 20th 
century and used to save the oil field in 
Conroe, Texas in the early 1930’s, has come 
back into the spotlight.  Oil expert, Jason Isaac 
said it like this “In the early 21st century, the 
increased price of natural gas and oil coupled 
with technological advances made high 
pressure hydraulic fracturing and horizontal 
drilling a profitable means of oil and natural 
gas extraction.”  This technology is not used 
for oil exclusively.  It  is often used to expand 
infrastructure, such as utility lines and pipes 
underground. 

HELP 
WANTED! 

Wildcatter needed!- Explore areas of 
west and south Texas searching for 
oil.  Must be willing to work hard and 
risk everything.  Come to Iraan, 
Texas and ask for Michael Late 
Benedum.  Experience digging is 
necessary. 

Sales position available- Qualified 
salesperson is needed to travel 
throughout Texas selling derrick parts. 
Must have knowledge of power shafts, 
cranks, and horseheads.  Call us today. 

WANTED: Black Landowners.  We 
want to help you broker fair deals 
for oil drilling. We do work with 
major corporations like Texaco. 
Contact Jake Simmons, Jr for 
more information. 

Roughneck jobs in East Texas- 

looking for men who can lift heavy 

equipment, aren’t afraid of 

heights and are able to do 

mechanical repairs.  Working 

conditions are hot and long hours 

are required. Three weeks on and 

one week home. 

https://www.texastribune.org/2020/05/18/texas-oil-prices-1980s/
https://www.texastribune.org/2020/05/18/texas-oil-prices-1980s/
http://www.energyglobalnews.com/conroe-1934-e-john-eastman-becomes-father-of-modern-directional-drilling/
https://www.hartenergy.com/news/history-horizontal-directional-drilling-52314#:%7E:text=By%20the%20end%20of%20the,environmentally%20friendly%20installation%20methods%20grew.
https://texasheritageforliving.com/texas-living/the-true-story-of-the-wildcatters-who-transformed-texas/
https://texasheritageforliving.com/texas-living/the-true-story-of-the-wildcatters-who-transformed-texas/
https://www.oilpumpjack.com/double-horsehead-pumping-unit/
https://easttexashistory.org/items/show/364
https://rarehistoricalphotos.com/texas-oil-roughnecks/


ln this octivity we will explore where noturol resources ond power plonts ore locoied in Texos

Msleriols
Computer wiih internet occess

Pencil

Colored pencils

Texos mop

Procedure:

l. Go to http./ /www.eio.gov /stote/?sid=IX .

2. Enlorge the mop to full screen by clicking on the orrows in the bottom right corner of the mop.
3. Enlorge Texos lo flll most of the screen using the scroll bor in the upper left corner of the screen. (Use the Escope

builon on your keyboord to get out of the lorge view ond go bock lo the web siie.)
4. ln the upper right corner, click on the Loyers/Legend tob. When it opens, click on the red X to remove oll symbols.
5. Under Mop Loyers, click on the box nexl lo AII Cool Mines. Nolice where they ore ond mork them on your mop

using o block triongle.

6. Uncheck lhe Cool Mines ond check o different power plont type.
7. Creqte o color/shope key for eoch of the types of power plonl in the toble below.
8. Go down to All Power Plonts ond click on Biomqss Power Plqnt. On your mop, mork where these power plonts ore

Iocoted. Count opproximotely how mony lhere qre ond then uncheck them.

9. Do the some for eoch of the following types of power plonis: Cool, Geothermol, Hydroelectric, Noturol Gos,
Nucleor, Pelroleum, Solol ond Wind.

Biomoss

Cool A
Geothermol

Hydroelectric

Noturol Gos

Nucleor

Petroleum

Solor

Wind

Power Plonr Type Key Number



Mop of Texos



l. On the Loyers, scroll down to Fossil Resources qnd check Coql Field. Very lightly with the pencil, shode in the oreqs
of Texos on your mop which hove cool fields.

2. Uncheck the Coql Field ond check the Tighl Oil/Shole Gqs Ploy. Lightly enclose these oreos with rhe pencil ond fill
with hotch morks.

3. Uncheck ihe Tight Oil/Shole Gos Ploy ond check the Sedimentory Bosin. Lightly enclose these oreos with pencil
ond flll with dots.

U///

Nofe: Ihese Fossi/ Resource oreos moy overlop in ploces.

4. Now uncheck the Sedimentory Bosin ond go to the Oil ond Gos Wells ond Plotforms qnd check the Oil ond Gos
Wells. Notice where they ore locoted. lf you zoom in close, you con distinguish individuolwells. Jhe brown dots
ore oil wells ond the blue dots ore gos wells.

5. Uncheck the Oil ond Gos Wells, go to Oil/Gos Refinlng ond Processing ond check Peholeum Refinery. Where ore
mosl of the refineries locoted?

Think obout where the oil ond gos wells ore locoted ond where the Petroleum Refineries ore locqted.
l. Why ore the refineries locoted where they ore?

2. How does the oil qnd gos get to the reflneries? To flnd out, click on the Pipelines qnd Tronsmission button ond look
ol where the different kinds of pipelines ore locoted. You con click on eoch kind of pipeline individuolly ond see

where they go.

3. Uncheckthe Petroleum Refineryond the Pipelinesond Tronsmission boxes, goloOil/Gos Refining ond Processing,

ond check lhe Noturol Gos Processing Plont. Where ore they locqted?

4. Now check ihe Noturol Gqs Power Plont qnd see how the two ore reloted.
5. Uncheck Nqturol Gqs Power Plont qnd check Geothermol Potentiol. Notice ihe locqtions of the shqded oreqs.
6. Uncheck the Geothermql Potentiol.



Answer the following questions.

l. Which type of power plont is most common in Texos? Why do you think thot might be?

2. How mony geoihermol power plonts ore locoted in Texqs? Why do you think thot is the cose?

3. Where ore hydroelectric power plonts locoted? Why?

4. Most wind power plonls ore locoted in the west/northwest port of Texos. Why do you think this type of power
plont is locoted neor Abilene ond Amorillo ond not neor Houston or Tyler?

5. Texos only hos o few solor power plonts, mostly locoted neor Austin ond Son Antonio. Why do you think Texos hos
not invested in more solor power?

6. How does the locotion of the oil ond gos wells relqte to the locqiion of the tight oil/shole gos ploys qnd the sedi-
mentory bosins?

7. Where ore most of the petroleum refineries locoted? Why do you think they ore locoted there?


